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Jer. 18:1-4; 2 Tim. 2:20
“But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels but

also wooden and earthen; and some are unto honor, and some unto
dishonor.” (2 Timothy 2:20)

The Potter’'s House
The Potter

Almost everyone knows what a potter is. A potter is a
person who molds clay in order to make different objects. In
times past potters worked the clay with their hands, forming
it into different shapes. The clay was placed on a round
wheel that was joined by an axle in the center to a smaller
wheel close to the ground. When the potter pushed the lower
wheel with his foot, the upper wheel also turned, and with
his hands, he shaped the turning clay. In this way, vessels of
clay were made according to the potter's will.

Once, God sent Jeremiah to the potter's house (Jer.
18:1-4). When we read this section, we realize that the potter
is God Himself. Have you heard that God is the potter? We
have heard that God is ailmighty and that He is sitting on His
throne in heaven. Surely our God is omnipotent, but He is
also a very practical potter who works with His hands to
form His vessels.



The Potter’ s House

If God is the potter, then the potter's house is the house
of God. The apostle Paul tells us clearly in 1 Timothy 3:15
that the church is the house of the living God. God is not an
immobile statue adorning a piece of furniture. Heis aliving
person and He has a living house. The book of Ephesians
shows us that the church is God's family, the dwelling place
of God in spirit (Eph. 2:19, 22). In the Epistle to the
Hebrews we read that the church is the house of God (Heb.
3:5-6). Hence, the church is undoubtedly the house of God,
the house of the Potter.

Romans 9:21-23 states that from the same clay the
potter, according to his will, can make one vessel unto honor
and another unto dishonor. God is sovereign and, as the
divine Potter, He has authority over the clay to make from
the same lump vessels unto honor destined for glory or
vessels unto dishonor destined for destruction. Regarding
God's choosing, everything depends on His mercy. It is only
because of His mercy that we are vessels in His house, the
church. We must be impressed with this matter concerning
the vessels. What is the main thing we notice when we see
the saints in a church meeting? It is how they are dressed? Is
it the way the sisters comb their hair? Is it possibly the way
each one speaks? What do we see in the church meetings?



What do we expect to see in a potter's house? In God's house
there are many vessels of mercy; every brother is a vessel
and every sister is a vessel. Our God, as the Potter, is
carefully working to shape His vessels. Hallelujah! In the
church, in the house of the Potter, the vessels are being
prepared unto glory!

The church is not merely a pleasant place where people
are smiling and there are beautiful hymns. This is only what
is seen visibly. In other words, the church, in redlity, is the
Potter's house where vessels of mercy are being prepared by
the hands of the divine Potter. God is doing a great work on
the earth: He is conforming us to the image of His Son. In
the church He is working on each one of His children. We
are upon the "wheels' and God is shaping us with His own
hands by means of Hisword.

Vessels

What is God doing in His house?



John 15:16; Jer. 18:1-2a

“The word which came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying, Arise and
go down to the potter'shouse.” (Jeremiah 18:1-2a)

Arise, and Go

We may think that these words are meant for Jeremiah in the Old
Tegtament, not for us in the New Testament, and that we are not specid
sarvantslike he was. However, we must never forget thet the word of God
is living, eternd and operative, and the One who chose us is God (John
15:16). We are children of God as well as His servants on this earth,
consequently, every word of God is meant for us. We read in Jeremiah
18:1:"the word which came to Jeremiah from Jehovah." As long as we
have a heart with a pure mative, the Lord'sword will come to each one of
us and we can say with boldness"The word of Jehovah that came to
Jeremiah, to Joe, to lan, to Jessica, to Sara, ec.” In order for us to be
faithful and useful servants in the hands of the One who owns us, each of
us must want the Lord'sword to cometo us.

What did the Lord say to Jeremiah? He said, "Arise, and go down to
the potter's house, and there | will let you hear My words." This is the
same as saying,"Rise up! Wake up!," indicating that, on our part, we must
be willing to actively follow the Lord. We must come out of our passive,
inactive and indifferent attitude. To be passveiseasy and comfortable; we
only need to cross our arms and wait forever for things to happen.
However, it is more difficult to rise up because it demands action. What
can activate and motivate us and make uswilling? A goa will activate and
motivate us. The more precious our god is, the more we will want to
reech it. For example, if your god is to be an excdlent employee in the
biggest company, you must give yoursdf for that. Because you want to be
the best professiona you have to Sudy ét the best school, and thisimplies
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meking an effort.

In the sairitud life our being willing is extremdy important. Our
god isto gain Chrigt Himsalf with dl His unsearchable riches. In order to
reach the highest god in the universe, do we not need to pay the necessary
price? May the Lord have mercy on usand open our spiritud eyes moreto
see His lovable Person. The more we behold the Lord, the more we will
be atracted by Him and will want to follow Him closdly. Thereisahymn
that describes the desire of ayoung person who is consecrating himsdlf to
theLord:

Lord, | wanttofollow You,

Sol givemy lifeto You.

| giveYou thebed, theriched,

Themost charming, desirable and precious:
Lord, | givemy youthto You,

Tofdlow You...

Tofdlow You...

Follow

What price isthe Lord asking you to pay to go on with Him
another step?



Wednesday

Jer. 18:2a; Matt. 5:3; 1 Pet. 5:6; Phil. 2:5-7
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, Who,
existing in the form of God, did not consider being equal with God a
treasure to be grasped, But emptied Himself, taking the form of a
slave, becoming in the likeness of men;” (Philippians 2:5-7)

Going Down to the Potter’'s House

Our youth is redly the most desirable time of our life to the world
and to Satan. Who will we give our life to, to Chrigt or to Satan, to the
church or to theworld? The decisionisin our hands. We who know Chrigt
and the church are dready hdfway there. Now we only need to persevere
infallowing the Lord closdly and cooperating with Hismoveinthisage.

Something thet is fundamenta for someone who wantsto follow the
Lord is to hear His voice. We hear His voice say, "Arise" We are not
living like dead people who follow the trend of the age wherever it goes,
we are vesHls of mercy created for God. Even today we need to put
oursdves on God's Sde and be ready to follow Him. We are willing to
say, “Yed” to God's interests and will, and we say, “No!” to the apathy
and indifference that hinder us from following the Lord. We want to
invest our life in something thet hes eternd value, which is Chrigt and the
church.

After the Lord told Jeremiah to rise up, He added, "And go down to
the potter's house" We know what the potter's house is and we aso know
that al who seek God\'s will must come to the potter's house sooner or
later. Neverthdess, in order to come to the potter's house, we must go
down. Why mugt we go down? The Old Testament says that dl the
people of God should go up to Jerusdem (because the city was on a
mountain) to worship the Lord there. To go up indicates thet the unique
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place chasen by God isin an devated postion; thisis in accordance with
the will of God Himsdf. This is why this verse in Jeremiah is not a
contradiction. God\'s will on earth is defined as the only place of worship,
aplace of high devation, and demandsthat we go up, but we can never go
up unless we firg go down. The gpplication of thisis smple: to go down
sgnifiesto humble oursdves before God.

If, when we read these words, we are thinking: "Oh! | dready know
al this. Thereisnathing new for mein Jeremiah 18." thisindicates that we
need to go down, we need to humble oursdves. All who want to come to
the house of the Potter need to humble themsalves. If we see thet the
church is the Potter's house, the place where God is working and forming
His vesds, we will understand how important and necessary it is to go
down.

When Jesus decreed the congtitution of the kingdom of the heavens,
the firgt requirement He gpoke was, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of the heavens' (Matt. 5:3). Whoever does not
humble himsdf to the point of being poor in spirit, whoever does not
empty himsdlf in his sirit, cannot enter into the kingdom of the heavens.
First Peter 5:6 says, "Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God
that He may exdt you in duetime\" We cannot forget that we are vessels
of mercy in the hands of the divine Potter. We should humble oursdves
under His mighty hand thet is shaping us through the different
circumstances around us, whether in the house, & work, at schoadl, in the
Sreet, while shopping, etc. Wemust be dear concerning this matter so that
we will not be deceived by the enemy. Day by day, moment by moment,
God isworking through dl of our Stuationsto conform usto theimage of
His Son.

Whoever does not recognize or accept this and does not humble
himsdf before the divine work will eventualy murmur and hinder God
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from touching certain aress of hislife. How isit possble for aperson who
is dways running away from God's hands to be conformed to His will?
Hence, it isvery important to let go of everything we know and all that we
can do (these things only make us proud) in order to completely give
oursgvesinto the hands of the Potter.

The Lord Jesus left us an example of humility. When He Ieft His
throne of glory, he emptied and humbled Himsdlf, taking the form of a
dave (Phil. 2.5-7). The Crestor "came down," when Hetook theform of a
human creature. Because Jesus submitted Himsdf completely to the
Father's will, God eventudly exated Him as Lord and Chrigt, making
Him thefirstborn among many brothers. Today God is a0 expecting that
we will go down to the Potter\'s house and trugtfully give oursalves into
Hishandsto beworked on by Him.

Humbled

What does it mean to humble oneself before God?



Thursday

John 6:63; Heb. 1:1-2; Acts 6:7
“For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any
two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit
and of joints and marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

And There | Will Let You Hear My Words

Everyone who is willing and goes down to the Potter's house will
hear the words of the Lord. This shows us a very important principle: in
order to hear the Lord's words, we firgly need to be willing; then we need
to go down to the Potter's house and stay therein order to hear theword of
God. On one hand, dl the children of God who live in fellowship with
Him know that He speaks to us wherever we are. On the other hand, we
cannot ignore the fact that there is a specific divine spesking that we can
only hear in the Potter's house. Thisiswhy the Lord Jesustold Jeremiah to
rise up and go to the potter's house, because there he would hear His
words.

Thewords of the Lord are very important because they are spirit and
life (John 6:63). Those who have dready arisen and gone down to the
Potter's house, the church, can tegtify of the abundance of the word they
find there. Consequently, it is essy to prove that the word of God is
abundant when we are in the house of the Potter. The words spoken inthe
house of God are spirit and life. God carries out His work when Hisword
is spoken. Because of this, the Potter's house is characterized by God's
spesking. It is through His spesking that the vessds are being molded.
When there is no divine spesking, the vessds remain as they are and run
the risk of becoming hard and bresking, thus becoming usdless. How we
need to love and seek the Lord's pesking! The Lord will bring al whose
hearts are seeking Him to His house and in the house, they will hear His
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pesking. Many people are seeking the rich spesking of the Lord, but dl
they find are superficid words which are like dry grass — they take up
space, but they do not nourish. We thank the Lord that by His great mercy
He brought us to the church. Here there is green padture, fresh water and
we never lack a supply. We want more sheep from God's flock to come
out of ther folds and come to enjoy the abundance in the house of the
Potter.

God's purpose in speeking His word is to make us useful vessalsin
His house. There are so many richesin every meeting of the church! If we
miss amesting, we missthe words of life. If we do not vaue the spesking
we hear, exerciging our ears and our heart to listen to it dosdy, we will
lose the opportunity of being fed and sanctified by God'sword.

When we apen our whole being to receive the divine speking, the
Lord's words enter into us and accomplish His work within us. The word
of God is "living and operative and sharper than any two-edged sword,
and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit and of joints and
marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb.
4:12). Thewords of God areliving, therefore, we cannot underva ue them.
God smply spoke when He did His work of creetion. "For He spoke and
it was, He commanded, and it stood” (Psa. 33:9).

The Lords spesking adways produces something. In the Old
Testament God spoke to the fathers through the prophets; in the New
Tegtament He spesks in the Son (Heb. 1:1-2). When we read the four
gospels, we see that God simply speaks through His Son. After His death
and resurrection, Jesus became the life-giving Spirit, and in the night of
His resurrection, He appeared to His disciples, bresthed into them and
sdd, "Recaive the Holy Spirit" (John 20:22). The disciples lived with
Jesus for nearly three and a hdlf years, but now they were receiving Him
into them. Satan dways tried and tries to hinder God's spesking from
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reaching men. Neverthdess, Chrig consummated God's work on the
cross. He died, resurrected, ascended to the heavens and became the life-
giving Spirit. This is why He was able to gppear and disgppear to the
disciples when they were behind closed doors and was aso able to bresthe
the Spirit into them. From then on it was the very Lord Jesus who would
pesk from within the disciples asthe Spirit who giveslife.

On the day of Pentecog, the Spirit reached thousands of people who
believed in the words of the disciples and thus the church cameinto being.
Through the church God's speaking was intensified and the word of God
grew and multiplied (Acts 6:7). Satan may be able to shut the mouth of
one son of God, but it is impossble to shut the mouth of the church.
Furthermore, with the invention of the printing press, God's spesking goes
beyond man's human limitations. The Bible and other books about the
Bible cross the barriers of time and space. No one has ever been aile to
stop the divine spesking from conquering people. When the word of God
is gpooken, God's work begins to be caried out in each one of us.
Therefore, it is fundamentd that we congantly be listening to the divine
pesking, ether in persond fellowship with the Lord, in fdlowship with
the saints, or in the meetings of the church. In short, we must be very
desirousto hear the speaking of our God everywhereand al thetime.

The daily experience of each one of us proves how swet it is to
have fellowship done with the Lord and how much we need to increase
our times of enjoyment with Him. We may have such times anywhere
because the Lord is dways with us. However, we have to admit that the
enjoyment of thislovely experience cannot be compared to what we enjoy
in the church mestings. Our own experience causes us to understand why
in Deuteronomy the Lord insisted on having one unique place of worship.
When the children of Israel entered into the good land, they had to seek
the unique place the Lord would choose to put His name there. That was
the place to which they were to bring their offerings and the firgfruits of
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their harvests and flocks The place was Jerusdlem, where the twelve
tribes of Isradl had to go up three times a year to worship God. We know
that the city of Jerusdem typifies the church in the New Testament
because the principle of thefirgt place of worship is unchangesble; itisthe
testimony of the ground of the oneness of God's people.

No doub, it is in the church meatings that we enjoy the best portion
of the word of God. The word is the Lord Himsdlf and is typified by the
land of Canaan. In Deuteronomy 8 the Lord told Moses that the promised
land that the people of Isradl would enter into and dwell in was a very
good land, flowing with milk and honey. In it there were streams, prings
and fountains; there were wheet, barley, pomegranates, vines, olive and fig
trees, and in the mountains there were copper and iron. This land was
filled with unsearchable riches which were fully available to be enjoyed
by God's people, who are a type of the church. God dispenses dl these
riches through His word, His divine spesking, which is so abundant in the
church mestings.

The Lord’ s speaking

How does the Lord spesk to His people?
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Friday
Jer. 18:3; Matt. 7:24-27; Eph. 2:10

“And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as prophets and
some as evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers, for the
perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the
building up of the Body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12)

The Potter's Work

Even though the divine spesking in the church is so rich, God
expects us to obey His words, just as Jeremiah did. When the Lord told
him, "Arise, and go," Jeremiah did not argue or make suggestions. We do
not see any resstancein him, such as, "Lord, why should | go down to the
potter's house if You can gpesk to meright here?' Or, "Not today, Lord.
I'll go when it suits me." Jeremiah had another attitude: "So | went down
to the potter's house, and he was there doing work a his whed" (18:3).
Jeremiah's quick reply reminds us of the words of the Lord Jesus in
Matthew 7:24-27. Everyone who hears and practices the Lord's word is
like awise man who built his house on the rock and nothing could bring it
down; not winds or rains or rivers. On the ather hand, everyone who hears
the word and does not practiceit is like afoolish man who built his house
on the sand. Thewinds, rain and rivers dashed againgt the house and it fell
anditsruin was gredt.

Jeremiah heard and, obedient to the Lord's words, went down to the
house of the potter. When Jeremiah arrived there he saw avison: "And he
was there doing work as his whed" (18:3b). There Jeremish saw
something. He said, "He was doing work," that is, the potter, God, was
doing His work. This corresponds to the experience that the apostle John
had in Revedion. Firdly he heard aloud voice and he turned to see who
was gpeeking to him. Then he saw the Son of Man in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands, which were the seven churches in Ada (Rev.
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1:10-13). The words of God, the divine gpesking, aways cause usto see
more of Chrig. Both Jeremiah and John heard the Lord's words,
responded to His spesking and received a vision. In the Potter's house, the
church, thefirgt thing God wantsto show usis Christ.

Jeremiah saw thet the potter was intent on doing his work. Our God
isthe same. Contrary to what many think, He is not Smply resting on His
heavenly throne, rather, He is doing His work. In the Gospe of John we
see tha some Jews dso had the concept that God is only resting,
especidly on the Sabbath. Because of this concept they persecuted the
Lord Jesus, who had hedled a pardytic on the Sabbath day. They even
wanted to kill Him because He broke the Sabbath (5:16-18). Those Jews
did not want Jesus to do any hedling on that day because to them, God
should not work on the Sabbath. Then Jesus said to them, "My Father is
working until now, and | aso am working." "Until now" indicates that
God was even working on the Sabbath aswell as Jesus. How we need to
seewhat Jeremiah saw: the Potter was doing Hiswork; God isworking on
His vessdls, Many times when we congider our daily routine, we cannot
see beyond the tiredness our work causes us, how difficult our sudies are,
our family problems or our anxieties. This shows that we are lacking in
vison. In order to receive a vison we must rise up and go to the Potter's
house to hear His words and obey them. What is the vision we need to
see? We need to see the vision of the Potter doing His work. We need to
receive the vison of what God wants to do and whet He is doing in us.
We are vesdls of mercy and God wants to mold us that we might be
vess of honor in His house. God, who isin contral of everything, uses
the circumstances and people in our environment for the sole purpose of
shaping us, trandforming us, according to His will. God is concerned for
each one of us S0 He sovereignly prepares the best environment in order
for usto betransformed. Although many timeswe face difficult Stuations,
we mugt see that the hands of our Potter are behind dl of them. Once the
Situations have accomplished their purpose, they will no longer be seen as
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problems. Therefore, we should not murmur when we face difficulties
dnce it is God who put us there and knows that they are helping us very
well.

Even though there are many vessds, God's work is unique. We are
al Hisvesss, we are not His many works. We are not being worked on
individualy so that one day we may be sold and exhibited as a decoration
in a digplay cabinet. No! God's work is corporate. He is working on us
corporately to make us His masterpiece. In Ephesians 2, the apostle Paul
daes tha we, the church, "are His magerpiece” In this section,
"maderpiece’ has been trandaed from the Greek word "poima”
indicating thet we are His best work, God's madterpiece. An artist crestes
many works throughout his entire life and among al his works, there is
one that is very specid. It is the work thet took him more time and
demanded more concentration, more dedication and morelove. Inthe end,
the artist can gppreciate the work in his hands and say, "It was worth it."
Our Lord, God, the Cregtor of the heavens and the earth, has done many
wonderful works. We only have to look a neature to exdt God as the
grestest artigt that ever existed or will exist. What a wonderful cregtion
God made, filling the whole universe with so many items worthy of our
admiration; planets, sars, animds, birds, plants and man! Yet among al
these works, there is one that God considers to be His masterpiece. What
work isthis? In Ephesians 4:11-12 we reed, "And He Himsdlf gave some
as apogtles and some as prophets and some as evangdigts and some as
shepherds and teechers, for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of
the minigtry, unto the building up of the Body of Chrig." Consequently,
the work that God isworking at is the building up of the Body of Christ.
Thisis God's mesterpiece. Thereis no other work in the universe that can
compare to this. God is forming people, the members of the Body of
Christ, 30 that He can build His Body with them.

Sometimes we ask: "Lord, why am | going through this Stuation?"
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or, "Why are You dlowing this, Lord?' This shows that in redlity we do
not seewhat God isdoing. God is "taking great pains' on the detailsof His
work and therefore needs to use many kinds of instruments. The Lord has
even given brothers to the church who, through much time, have been
perfected so that they can help to perfect the other saints. Such brothers
were given to the church for the work of the minigry. The work of the
minigry is the work of God and it is the work in which we are dl
involved. We have to see this dearly in order for us to cooperate with
God. Everything that isrdated to ushasa"dose" of God in it and nothing
passes unnaticed before His eyes. We should not be afraid, because we are
in God's hands.

Molding

What work does God consider to be His masterpiece?
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Jer. 18:4; Rom. 9:21-23; Acts 9:15

“But we have thistreasurein earthen vessels that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not out of us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7)

Earthen Vessels

We have seen that God is the Potter, the church is the house of God
and thework of God isto build up the Body of Christ. However, the book
of Jeremiah revedls much moreto us. The potter isdoing hiswork, that is,
heisworking on the vessals. What is hgppening to the vessds? L et usread
Jeremiah 18:4: "But the vessdl he was making of clay was spoiled in the
potter's hand; so he reworked it into another vessd, asit seemed good for
the potter to make."

The people of Isradl were likened to an earthenware jar, avessd (Jer.
19), and in the New Testament, we are compared to vessds. Romans
9:21-23 refers to us as vessdls of mercy; Acts 9:15 shows that Paul wasa
"chosen vesH" to God to bear His name before the Gentiles and kingsin
many places, 2 Timothy 2:20-21 dates that there are vessals unto honor
and unto dishonor; in 2 Corinthians 4.7, the apostle Paul dedlares that
within us, the earthen vessdls, thereisatreasure, which is Chrigt.

God cregted man of clay asavessd to contain Him; thisiswhy man
is condgdered to be an earthen vessdl. This Smple earthen vessd exigs for
the sole purpose of containing God. Jeremiah saw a vessel being worked
on by the potter's hands, which, for some reason, was spoiled. But then the
potter made another vessel from the same day. What does this mean in
our experience? God hasworked Himsdlf into usthrough Hisword but for
ome reason sometimes we are rebdlious. We may say, "Oh, why does
God let these things happen to me? Why doesn't He take this problem out
of my life? Because of this I'm not going to the meeting anymore. If He
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doesn't do what | want, | don't want to know anymore about the Lord.” It
is then that we rediize that the vessd has been spoiled. But, thanks to the
Lord, the day is 4ill in the Potter's hands. As long as we are in God's
hands, thereis hope, because He can make another vessd out of us,

In Jeremiah 19:11 thereisaso avesd that is broken but it cannot be
repaired anymore; the clay became hard and thus became usdess and
ended up being buried in Topheth. Topheth typifiesthe outer darkness and
the weeping and gnashing of teeth, which will be the place where the
"broken vessdls' (dl the sons of God that did not dlow Him to transform
them) will remain for one thousand years, thet they might be recovered.
This does not refer to eternd perdition because we know that once we are
saved, we will never lose our salvation. However, the children of God
who do not obey Hiswords or acoept His discipline will receive discipline
for a thousend years s0 thet they will be dble to enter into the New
Jerusdem. Today we have the opportunity of choosng which kind of
vese wewould liketo be: ether wewill alow the Lord to work inusand
transform us according to His will, or we will be molded and remade
during a period of athousand years. May we renew our consecrétion to
the Lord and remain in His hands that He might work in us until we are
fully conformed to the image of His Son. Let us place oursdves in His
hands and not harden our heart to the Lord'swill.

A vesH cannot be formed if the clay is dry or it will bresk.
Therefore, the clay must be moistened frequently whileit is being formed.
Spiritualy spesking, the same thing happens to us We need to be
congtantly watered by theliving water. The Lord isthe fountain, the spring
of living water that is flowing to quench our thirgt and to form us. If we
fed that our heart has become hard, we should immediaey run to the
fountain of living water. Only then can we be submissive and not risk
being broken. This happens practicaly whenever we cdl on the name of
the Lord and enjoy Him in His word, in felowship with the saintsand in
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prayer. It is important to voluntarily remain in the hands of the Potter
because, even though we may "bresk," we can repent and He can again
make usinto avessd unto honor in Hishouse.

God's desireis that we would be submissve in His hands. The work
of transformation can only be carried out effectively by God Himsdlf. Our
responghility isto remain flexible in His hands. Otherwise, how will He
be able to form the hard clay without bresking it? We cannot be dry, we
must aways drink the living water, caling on the Lord &t dl times: Oh,
Lord Jesud Whenever we are in felowship with the Lord Jesus and
loving His words, we are like submissve day, easy to be formed. This
does not mean thet we will not make migtakes. Aslong aswe are divewe
will be subject to making mistakes. Nonethe ess, when we are soft, we can
repent more quickly and turn again to the Lord. Then, when the Lord
points out a mistake, we will not argue with Him. We will not say, "Why
can't | do that if everyone dse is doing it?' On the contrary, we will
confess our mistake and our rebdlion. In this way, when the mistakes of
the vessd are exposed, the Potter has the freedom to undo the vessdl and
remekeit again.

M oistened

What do we need to do if our heart is becoming hard?
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1 Thes. 4:4; 1 John 1.9
“But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels but
also wooden and earthen; and some are unto honor, and some unto
dishonor. If therefore anyone cleanses himself from these, he will be a
vessel unto honor, sanctified, useful to the master, prepared unto
every good work.” (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

Vessels unto Honor

In 2 Timothy 2:20 it is written: "But in a great house there are not
only gold and slver vessdls but also wooden and earthen; and some are
unto honor, and some unto dishonor.” The "house of God" in 1 Timothy
3:15 is the genuine church in its divine neture, but the "great house" in 2
Timothy 2:20 refers to Chridtianity as a whole. In Chridtianity there are
vesHs of gold, of slver, of wood and of day; and some are unto honor
and others unto dishonor. Therefore, what is being gooken about here does
not involve the matter of predestination as in verse 21, which says, "If
therefore anyone deanses himsdf from these, he will be a vessd unto
honor, sanctified, useful to the magter, prepared unto every good work."
"Thesethings' aredl the dishonorable Stuations and conditionswe can be
in, and to be cleansed from them will determine whether we will be a
vesd unto honor or avessd unto dishonor. For thisreason, if our desireis
to redly beavesse unto honor, wewill learn to deanse oursalvesfrom dl
that isdishonorable.

What determines what is honorable or dishonorable is the word of
God and having intimate fellowship with Him. The vaues of today are
rapidly becoming degraded. Have you seen this hgppening? Ten years
ago, shameful things that people conddered to be a scandd are today
considered to be norma, and those who do not practice them are thought
of as being abnormal. The great danger we face is losng our sengtivity
and discernment in relation to what is norma and abnorma in God's eyes.
If we lose our sengtivity we will certainly become vessdls unto dishonor
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and God will have no way to use us. We mug watch and have
discernment because the deceiving things of the world are o attractive
and try to entangle us through what we hear and see without our redizing
what isredly hgppening. It isasif we are using trangparent glassesthat are
gradudly turning ydlow. How can we be used by God in such an unclear
Stuation? Why isit that many times we cannot advance spiritudly? Why
are there certain things that bind us? Why isit thet, even after going to a
rich conference about the word of God, our heart remains cold and
gubbornin following the Lord? Why?

We need to know and see what is stopping us in order for us to be
able to purify oursdves. In 1 Thessaonians 4:4 we are warned that we
should keep our vessd, that is; our body, in sanctification and honor since
the will of God is our sanctification and that we should abgtain from
fornication. We mugt keep our vessd dean and pure for the Lord. If we
have become dirty in the past through certain practices, God will give us
the opportunity to be enlightened and cleansed by repenting and
confessing our sins (1 John. 1:9). The Lord wantsto gain in our generation
a people who love Him above everything, who will satisfy His heart, who
obey His spesking. The Lord wants a new generation that is holy and
pure, whose holiness and purity come from living in intimate fellowship
with Him. In thisway, we will become pure in our heart, in our mind and
in our body. God wants to gain many vessdls unto honor, who will depart
from dl unrighteousness, who have a pure heart, and who are sanctified
and useful to Him, so that Hiswork may be complete. If our desireisto be
such avessd unto honor, we must be willing to humble oursdves and go
down to the Potter's housein order to hear Hiswords and practice them.

How we need to be genuine people! In the house aswel as a work,
in school, in the medtings, we must be what we are. On one hand, we have
thelife of God in us, in our spirit; on the other hand, we are conscious that
the seed of God's life in us needs to grow, spread from our spirit to our
soul and saturae it with the Lord's purity and holiness The more
fdlowship we have with the Lord by cdling on His name, praising Him
and meditating on His word, and the more fdlowship we have with the
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saints, pesking the words of life to one another, the more the divine life
will grow in us, and spontanecudy we will express God Himsdf before
men.

Our God does not demand that we be what we are not and He does
not want usto live by gopearances. He Smply wants us to seek Him with
al of our heart, love Him with dl of our being and never go away from
Him. The things we tak about when we are with our friends are mainly
sports, cars, paties, boy and girlfriends, fashion, etc. Why can we not
pesk about the things of the Lord in a very naturd way? Many times
some have a good gppearance spiritudly in front of the saints, but when
they are away from them and from the mesetings, they act differently and
sy, like Peter, "I do not know Him" (Luke 22:57). We find these
difficulties even among married couples. A hushand and wife may spesk
only about children, the house, shopping, prices, jobs, food and vacations,
but when they spesk about the Lord, they fed crippled. What is the
problem?

If the Lord is the center of our life, everything dse will revolve
around Him. May we smply be an open channed so the spiritud life can
"invade’ our secular life. Only in this way can we redly live a norma
Chridtian life that is free from our effort to keep up gppearances. May we
firdly rise up, go down, humbling oursdlves, then we can hear the Lord's
words, purify oursdves from the dishonorable things, letting the Potter
work in us and make us useful vessds in His hands. All of thisis only
possible and redl in the Potter's house.

Cleanse

What does God want of us?
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